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Summer Camp’s Almost Here! 

	 May 21 	   Out of this World: Space
		     		  10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

	 June 18	   Digging Dinos
		     		  10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

	 June 25   	 Art Studio Opening 
		     		  10:00 a.m. - 2 p.m.

	 July 16     Pirates of Exploration
	
		    		  10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

We’re gearing up for summer at Great Explorations! 
Old Northeast’s Patch.com listed us as one of the 
Top 5 summer camps in St. Petersburg!

If you were planning on signing up for camp, don’t 
hesitate! Spaces are going fast and some of our 
camp weeks are already more than half full. The 
camp staff is incredibly excited to deliver the best 
summer ever so register today!

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS

The Great Stuff Gift Shop has just received a ship-
ment of awesome toys and goodies.  Find gooey 
oozes, putties, and slimes of all kinds, toys that make 
noise, and building kits for planes and cars.   New 
science toys include Ein-O science kits, Newton’s 
Cradles, and gyroscopes.  You can even watch plants 
grow with our Rootview Farms!  We also have a boun-
tiful bunch of bouncing balls: Wizard Balls that glow 
with misty light; Spring Balls that uncoil and light up 
when they bounce; and Galaxy Balls that can bounce 
up to 50 feet!  A favorite toy from last summer is 
back!  The Zibbie stuffed animals with their trademark 
stretchy hair are ready to go home with you!  With a 
variety of animals to choose from, we’ve got a Zibbie 
that’s just right for everyone.  Last but not least…we 
have “I survived the Touch Tunnel”  T-shirts, lighted 
miner helmets, and flashlights that can be used in 
the Tunnel.  Other fantastic toys will be added to our 
Great Stuff collection all summer long!  Come in and 
check it out!  

There’s GREAT STUFF in the Gift Shop! 

Get your 
Zibbie pal 
today!
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From the end of December 2010 until April 
2011, the Board of Trustees successfully 
completed a $100,000 matching gift 
campaign, Challenge 2011.  For the first 
time, trustees held a phonathon to recon-
nect with friends and supporters as part 
of this effort.  Generous donor contribu-
tions also helped us reach this outstanding 
achievement.  

Many thanks go to those who participated.  
You gave such a wonderful start to our 25th 
Anniversary year! To make your tax-deduct-
ible donation, contact the Development 
Office (727) 821-8992 ext 209 or visit our 
Web site and donate online.

Great Explorations Children’s Museum cel-
ebrated the grand opening of its newest exhibit 
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony on Saturday, 
April 2.   “Since 1987, guests have continually 
voted the Touch Tunnel as a favorite exhibit at 
Great Explorations,” said Executive Director 
Alan Kahle.  

“Touch Tunnel: The New Generation” provides 
an immersive experience that heightens sens-
es of touch and hearing.  Tactile shapes and 
surfaces, a layout with twists, turns, inclines, 
and a rope ladder give the added elements of 
fun and surprise.  Entering the Tunnel, explor-
ers navigate their way using their hands to 
“see.”   

Saturday’s opening was attended by Museum 
trustee Scott Wagman, chair emerita Beth 
Houghton, with son Eric Wagman officially 
opening the exhibit.  “This is one of my best 
childhood memories,” said Wagman.  “Rays 
baseball, the Chattaway, and the Touch Tunnel 
are what I remember from growing up in 
St. Petersburg. I am glad we can share this 
Tunnel with another generation of children.”

The exhibit is open to the public at the follow-
ing times during regular Museum hours:  11:00 
a.m., 1:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m.  Admission is 
$1.00 with a paid Museum admission and can 
also be included in field trip reservations.  For 
more information, contact (727) 821-8992 
ext 233.  

TOUCH TUNNEL: 
THE NEXT GENERATION

 
SPONSORS THEATER

Great Explorations is deeply grateful to Mr. 
Tom James and Raymond James Financial, 
Inc. for joining our corporate sponsors by re-
serving the naming rights to the Explorations 
Theater. This exhibit is the staging area in the 
permanent gallery that is used for daily, in-
teractive group demonstrations ranging from 
science to music, as well as puppet shows, 
camp theater performances, and other educa-
tional programming. Located at the rear of the 
Museum, this area will be enhanced over the 
summer and be officially named the Raymond 
James Explorations Theater.  Thank you, 
Raymond James!

MEETING THE CHALLENGE

For more information about sponsorship opportunities, 
contact the Development Office (727)821-8992 ext 209.



SILVER CELEBRATION
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Twenty-five years ago, a group of community leaders and organizations, 
to include Hands On! Inc. and the Junior League of St. Petersburg, joined 
together to celebrate the founding of a children’s museum to serve the 
Tampa Bay area.  Today, Great Explorations continues to serve families with interactive 
exhibits, educational programs, and community outreach for more than 220,000 guests 
and participants.

To celebrate our anniversary, we will enjoy a special dinner, music, and live and silent 
auctions at our annual fundraiser, Great Extravaganza 2011 in November.  This year’s 
theme is a silver celebration with ties to the Silver Screen, so watch for details and 
invitations to come.  To join the volunteer committee, donate auction items, or reserve 
tickets or sponsorships, contact Director of Development Daryl DeBerry at 
ddeberry@greatex.org or (727) 821-8992, ext. 209.

Meet Davion!

How can you resist a smile like this? 
Davion is bubbling over with personality and 
has a wonderful sense of humor. He would 
love to have an active family with lots of broth-
ers and sisters. Davion says he is “honest, 
kind and caring” and wants you to know that 
he has waited a long time for a “forever family”. 
Like most all teenagers, he loves to play video 
games. Basketball and football are his favorite 
sports. When you spend a few moments with 
Davion he will proudly tell you about the scary 
time when he was seven years old and saved a 
kid from drowning! He aspires to be a policeman 
when he grows up. Sounds like a perfect job for 
someone who has already rescued a child! Take 
some time to visit our website and get to know 
this delightful young man.

To learn more about Davion visit 
www.heartgallerykids.org

Zoe’s Edible Garden

One of the Museum’s Preschool families, Mr. Tyson 
and Sommer Grant, suffered a terrible loss in 2009 
when one of their children, Zoe, passed away due to 
an undetected heart defect.  Since then, the Grants 
have made it their mission to commemorate Zoe’s life:  
they dedicated a room in the Baby Place at All Chil-
dren’s Hospital and created Zoe’s Edible Garden, also 
on hospital grounds.  The Garden provides the hospital 
with organic ingredients to use in daily meals, and the 
space offers young patients the opportunity to play out-
doors and learn the importance of healthy eating.  

The Staff and Board of Great Explorations are sup-
porting the Grants’ efforts by volunteering at the All 
Children’s Telethon on Sunday, June 12 from 9:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m.  In addition to volunteering, we are also 
raising money for the event through selling butterflies 
crafted by the Preschool, and offering sponsor spots 
on our Telethon T-shirts to local businesses.  If you 
would like to volunteer at the event or are interested in 
a sponsor spot, please contact Rachael McCaffrey at 
727-821-8992 ext 215. 



Mr. Bill has been with the Museum for six 
years.  He loves to entertain our guests 
and make them smile.  Mr. Bill enjoys 
exploring the outdoors and giving back to 
his community.  He’s also a proud Eagle 
Scout.

Mr. Vaughn has been at the Museum 
for a year. He has a background in sci-
ence education, and loves teaching kids. 
Mr. Vaughn’s favorite experiment is the 
Whoosh Bottle, come check it out! 

Mr. Thomas has been with the Museum 
for almost two years. He started with our 
AmeriCorps program and has stayed on 
for his love of puppet shows and dance 
time. Mr. Thomas will be attending a very 
special wedding in September – his own!

Mr. Larry has been with the Museum for 
19 years. He has a background in theater, 
is a master story teller, and can count to 5 
in Swahili! We commonly refer to him as 
the bubble master.

  Meet the new Museum Exploration Guides!
We are pleased to introduce our new Exploration Guides! They ensure our guests have a great 
time, and help them learn a little something too. You will see them conducting science experi-
ments, dancing, playing music, and many other wacky things! Ask one of our Exploration Guides 
to show you something cool and you’ll never know what they might have up their sleeve, or in 
their pocket! 

Top to Bottom: 
Bill, Vaughn, Thomas, 

and Larry

Pg 4

W
e 

Mak
e a Difference...

My name is Jason Minnis and I’m an application 
developer based in Brooklyn, NY. I was born and 

raised in south St. Pete and your museum was very important to my
 development as a kid. Growing up my mom used to drop me off for

 the sleep overs and other museum events every 2 weeks. I was always 
amazed at all the scientific experiments that you guys had. G.E. was one 
of the few places where I could let my guard down and truly be a “nerd”. 

I can trace my interest in science and technology to my visits at 
Great Explorations. I still have some of the old toys from the gift shop. 

I just wanted to drop by and say keep up the good work. 
Thanks for helping me achive my goals.



Every weekend the Museum welcomes groups 
of excited party-goers coming to celebrate a 
lucky child’s birthday. Our energetic Birthday 
Hosts thoroughly enjoy making every child’s 
birthday a memorable experience.   One of our 
best and most popular birthday party packages 
is called Birthday With the Trimmings. This 
package includes Museum admission for 24 
guests and a private party room for an hour.  It 
also comes equipped with plates, cups, cutlery, 
napkins, and tablecloths in two of your chosen 
colors. In addition, the BWT offers one private 
game, craft, or interactive show presented by 
either the Birthday Host or one of our Explo-
ration Guides. Guests can also add a Touch 
Tunnel play package to a DIY (Do-It-Yourself) 
party, or it can replace the game, craft, or show 
in a BWT party.  Birthday guests will have pri-
vate access to the Touch Tunnel for a full half 
hour.  Other birthday packages include Basic 
Themes such as dinosaurs or princesses, and 
Premium Themes for animated characters and 
movies such as Spider-Man or Toy Story.  
Ask a Gift Shop associate for more 
information today! 

The Laser Harp has recently 
returned to the Gallery Floor after 
several repairs.  This innovative 
exhibit features technology that 
plays music with no strings – 
instead, there are light beams that 
make sounds when you move 
your fingers through them.  

Featured in the image is Kate, 
a harpist whose harp is almost 
identical to our Laser Harp.  Dur-
ing one of her recent visits she 
performed several beautiful 
songs.  Guests were welcome to 
“perform” alongside her as they 
“strummed” the Laser Harp’s light 
beams.  

Celebrate your Birthday Party with Us!
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Kate and the Twin Harps



Celebrating Folktales 
of the World

A long, long time ago, on a Mexican ranch, a mother hen 
was sitting on her eggs. One by one, the baby chicks 
began to hatch, leaving their empty shells behind. One, 
two, three, four ... twelve chicks had hatched. But the last 
egg still had not cracked open.

The hen did not know what to do. The chicks were run-
ning here and there, and she could not chase after them 
because she was still sitting on the last egg. 

Finally there was a tiny sound. The baby chick was peck-
ing at its egg from the inside. The hen quickly helped it 
break open the shell and at last the 13th chick came out 
into the world.

Yet this was no ordinary chick. He had only one wing, 
only one leg, only one eye, and only half as many 
feathers as the other chicks.

It was not long before everyone at the ranch knew that a 
very special chick had been born.

The ducks told the turkeys. The turkeys told the pigeons. 
The pigeons told the swallows. And the swallows flew 
over the fields, spreading the news to the cows grazing 
peacefully with their calves, the fierce bulls, and the swift 
horses.

Soon the hen was surrounded by animals who wanted to 
see the strange chick. 

One of the ducks said, "But he only has one wing!"
And one of the turkeys added, "Why, he's only a ... half-
chicken!"

From then on, everyone called him Half-Chicken. And 
Half-Chicken, finding himself at the center of all this 
attention, became very vain.

One day he overheard the swallows, who traveled a 
great deal, talking about him: "Not even at the court of 
the viceroy in Mexico City is there anyone so unique." 
Then Half-Chicken decided that it was time for him to 
leave the ranch. Early one morning, he said his farewells, 
announcing:

"Good-bye, good-bye! I'm off to Mexico City to see the 
court of the viceroy!" And hip hop hip hop, off he went, 
hippety-hopping along on his only foot.

Half-Chicken had not walked very far when he found a 
stream whose waters were blocked by some branches. 

"Good morning, Half-Chicken. Would you please move 
the branches that are blocking my way?" asked the 
stream.

Half-Chicken moved the branches aside. But when the 
stream suggested that he stay awhile and take a swim, 
he answered:

“I have no time to lose. I’m off to Mexico City to see the 
court of the viceroy!” And hip hop hip hop, off he went, 
hippety-hopping along on his only foot.

continued on the next page...
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A little while later, Half-Chicken found a small fire 
burning between some rocks. The fire was almost out. 
“Good morning, Half-Chicken. Please, fan me a little 
with your wing, for I am about to go out,” asked the fire.

Half-Chicken fanned the fire with his wing, and it blazed 
up again. But when the fire suggested that he stay 
awhile and warm up, he answered:

“I have no time to lose. I’m off to Mexico City to see 
the court of the viceroy!” And hip hop hip hop, off he 
went, hippety-hopping along on his only foot. After he 
had walked a little farther, Half-Chicken found the wind 
tangled in some bushes. 

“Good morning, Half-Chicken. Would you please untan-
gle me, so that I can go on my way?” asked the wind. 

Half-Chicken untangled the branches. But when the 
wind suggested that he stay and play, and offered to 
help him fly here and there like a dry leaf, he answered:

“I have no time to lose. I’m off to Mexico City to see 
the court of the viceroy!” And hip hop hip hop, off he 
went, hippety-hopping along on his only foot. At last he 
reached Mexico City.

Half-Chicken crossed the enormous Great Plaza. He 
passed the stalls laden with meat, fish, vegetables, 
fruit, cheese, and honey. He passed the Parian, the 
market where all kinds of beautiful goods were sold. 
Finally, he reached the gate of the viceroy’s palace.

“Good afternoon,” said Half-Chicken to the guards in 
fancy uniforms who stood in front of the palace. “I’ve 
come to see the viceroy.”

One of the guards began to laugh. The other one said, 
“You’d better go in around the back and through the 
kitchen.” So Half-Chicken went hip hop hip hop around 
the palace and to the kitchen door. The cook who saw 
him said, “What luck! This chicken is just what I need to 
make a soup for the vicereine.” And he threw Half-

Chicken into a kettle of water that was sitting on the 
fire. When Half-Chicken felt how hot the water was, he 
said, “Oh, fire, help me! Please, don’t burn me!”

The fire answered, “You helped me when I needed 
help. Now it’s my turn to help you. Ask the water to 
jump on me and put me out.” 

Then Half-Chicken asked the water, “Oh, water, help 
me! Please jump on the fire and put him out, so he 
won’t burn me.”

And the water answered, “You helped me when I need-
ed help. Now it’s my turn to help you.” And he jumped 
on the fire and put him out.

When the cook returned, he saw that the water had 
spilled and the fire was out.

“This chicken has been more trouble than he’s worth!” 
exclaimed the cook. “Besides, one of the ladies-in-
waiting just told me that the vicereine doesn’t want 
any soup. She wants to eat nothing but salad.” And he 
picked Half-Chicken up by his only leg and flung him 
out the window.

When Half-Chicken was tumbling through the air, he 
called out: “Oh, wind, help me, please!”

And the wind answered, “You helped me when I need-
ed help. Now it’s my turn to help you.”

And the wind blew fiercely. He lifted Half-Chicken 
higher and higher, until the little rooster landed on one 
of the towers of the palace.

“From there you can see everything you want, Half-
Chicken, with no danger of ending up in the cooking 
pot.”

And from that day on, weathercocks have stood on 
their only leg, seeing everything that happens below, 
and pointing whichever way their friend the wind blows.

THE END
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Kids’ Coloring Corner
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Basic Memberships
Mr. & Mrs. Salah Alanday
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Andrews
Ms. Ana Arellano
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Ascouah
Miss Marilou Atillo
Mr. & Mrs. Dmitry Baschinsky
Mr. Brian Bell
Mr. Delton Bickerstaff
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Bongo
Mr. Steve Bovio
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Brassfield
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Bretko
Mr. & Mrs. Justin Cadman
Ms. Ginger Castro
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Chapman
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Chapman
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Chase
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Chestnut
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Cumberland
Mr. & Mrs. David Daigle
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Daly
Ms. Karen Daniel
Mr. & Mrs. Shane Daniels
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Delemeester
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Diner
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Edgar
Mr. & Mrs. Chase Edwards
Mr. Mark Einstein
Mr. & Mrs. Warren Fleeman
Mrs. Cheryl Frank
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Freiermuth
Mr. Ed Gambut
Dr. & Mrs. Craig Georgiades
Ms. Kelly Glaude
Mr. & Mrs. Edgar S. Gonzalez
Mr. Mark Gray
Mrs. Cortney Green
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Gross
Ms. Laura Guska
Mrs. Marcie Hagner
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Hanes
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Hedge
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Houghton
Mr. Jason Hubbard
Mr. & Mrs. Reid Irving
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Jamvoy
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Janecek
Mr. & Mrs. Tarig Jawad
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Kurtz
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Lampart
Ms. Victoria Larder
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Levitz
Mr. & Mrs. Stavro Liginos

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Little
Mr. Jesse Lynch
Mr. & Dr. Stan March
Ms. Estafama Mari
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Marsh
Mrs. Katy McDermott
Mrs. Amy McFarland
Mr. & Mrs. Jim McGavic
Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Meidl
Mr. & Mrs. Will Merritt
Mr. & Mrs. Donabe Milne
Mr. Eura Mobley
Mr. & Mrs. David Moritz
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Mottolo
Mr. & Mrs. Bart Nance
Mr. & Mrs. Christian Obenshain
Mrs. Jennie Petagna
Mr. & Mrs. Chad Peterson
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Pickett
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Prewitt
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Pugh
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Quinn
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Reed
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Reeves
Mrs. Angel Reich
Mr. Brian Reich
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Reynolds
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Ritchie
Mr. & Mrs. John Rockne
Mr. & Mrs. Gerson Rodriguez
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Roman
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Ruffing
Mr. & Mrs. Eduard Rusv
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Samuels
Ms. Cindy Sanchez
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Sanders
Mr. Theo Scarpino
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Scruggs
Mr. Noah Silverman
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Simajchel
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Katie Sosa
Mr. & Mrs. Skawomir Steffani
Mr. & Mrs. W. Thomas Steiner 
III
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Stiles
Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Street
Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Stroup
Mr. Mark Summers
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Tadros
Mr. Harold Teerling
Mrs. Heather Thole
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Thompson
Mr. Lloyd Tillmann

Mr. & Mrs. Monte Vachytil
Mr. Raymond Valle
Mrs. Deborah Van Blarcum
Mr. & Mrs. Siva Vazrala
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Vorob
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Wagner
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Webb
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Webb
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Whetstone
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Woodruff
Mr. & Mrs. Hayden Wrobel
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Zobrist

Great Memberships
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Agnew
Mr. & Mrs. Fran Allen
Ms. Jessica Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Baez
Mr. & Mrs. Micah Bakenhaster
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Baldwin
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Bannon
Ms. Maria Bates
Mr. & Mrs. Ozzy Bedell
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Bessolo
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Biafora
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Birch
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Bogardus
Ms. Amanda Bollen
Mrs. Jan Brewster
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Brooke
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Bruneau
Ms. Debra Bryant
Mrs. Carlotta Caliguin-Tawney
Mrs. Rebecca Campbell-Hanks
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Canning
Ms. Evelyn Chambers
Ms. Krista Christopher
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher 
Chumbley
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Coffin
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Collette
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Coovadie
Mr. & Mrs. Luciano Cossi
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Craig
Mr. & Mrs. Desmond Cuavers
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Cunningham
Mr. Kenneth Daniels
Mr. & Mrs. James Dillon
Mr. & Mrs. Dodd Disler
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Drapkin
Miss Nicole Edwards
Mr. & Mrs. David Ekerson
Mrs.  Emine Ouzoun-Ash
Mr. & Mrs. Kerem Esin

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Essers
Mr. & Mrs. Niel Eyde
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Fader
Ms. Shannon Fleck
Ms. Zoe Foster
Mr. & Mrs. Jet Fowler
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Geary
Mr. & Mrs. James Geinzer
Mr. & Mrs. David Geller
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Ghelfi
Mr. Darryl Glenn
Mr. & Mrs. Alon Gontowski
Mr. & Mrs. John Gough
Ms. Margie Green
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Greenway
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Gregory
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Gregson
Mr. & Mrs. Rajesh Halarnkar
Mr. & Mrs. John Hamilton
Mrs. Brian Harris
Mr. & Mrs. Kyle Harvey
Mr. Kyle Hehenberge
Mr. Zaleh Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Hodrick
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Hollan
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Hooker
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Humlicek
Mr. Michael James
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Jeffers
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Jensen
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Juszczak
Miss Toni Kennedy
Miss Cassandra Kimble
Mr. & Mrs. Dale King
Ms. Sonia King
Mr. & Mrs. Wes Kinnett
Mr. & Mrs. Pat Kirchner
Mr. & Mrs. Clayton Kreis
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Lasley
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Leach
Ms. Trisha Lee
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Lefebvre
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Legakis
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Lewallen
Mr. & Mrs. Kenny Locke
Mr. & Mrs. Jorge Lujan
Mrs. Gina Maniaci
Mr. Sam Marr
Mr. & Mrs. Jaydin Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Erik Matheney
Mr. & Mrs. Kyle Maxson
Mr. Bill McDoniel
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas McGregor

Mr. & Mrs. Joel McGuirl
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel McHal
Mr. & Mrs. Brent McLean
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Mier
Mr. & Mrs. Justin Moore
Mr. & Mrs. Chad Nash
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Nelson
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Ness
Ms. Gabriella Neubert
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Niedzialek
Mr. & Mrs. John Nies
Miss Kamla Ogorek
Mr. & Mrs. Jose Olivo
Mr. & Mrs. Mat Pace
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Pace
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Paras
Mrs. Amanda Patanow
Mr. Brad Patrick
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Phillips
Mr. & Mrs. Grady Pridgen
Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Rappelt
Mr. & Mrs. David Reed
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Regar
Mr. & Mrs. John Reich
Mrs. Amy Robles
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Sagil
Mrs. Dawn Schild
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Schriver
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Secord
Mrs. Christy Sexton
Ms. Amy Shore
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Shull
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Simmons
Mr. & Mrs. Owen Simon
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Snapp
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Soderlund
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Sorkin
Mr. & Mrs. A J Swick
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Thomas
Mr. Lauren Thompson
Ms. Laura Tonin
Mr. & Mrs. Eduardo Torres
Mr. & Mrs. Kristopher Tukker
Ms. Stephanie Turner
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Van Osdol
Mr. Louis Virelli
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Waggott
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Walsh
Ms. Danielle Wann
Mr. Fred Williams
Mrs. Karen Wilson
Miss Kelly Woodward
Mr. & Mrs. John Zielinski

DONORS
Many thanks to our donors for their contributions between February 1 – May 13, 2011. 

MEMBERS

Mrs. Mary Wyatt Allen
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Allweiss
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Arsenault
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Averitt
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Bachner
Mr. John A. Bodziak
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew J. Boggini
Dr. Timothy Brundage
Mr. Kevin Burkart
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Byrnes
Ms. Gail Clark
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Collins, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Sean Davis
Ms. Daryl DeBerry

Margaret Ewell Dickins 
Foundation
Doyle Wealth Management
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Dunlay
Mr. & Mrs. David Egbert
Emerald City Comics
Mr. & Mrs. Lucas Fleming
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Fredericks
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gnage
Ms. Sarah Grunke
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Hargrett
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Hayman
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Hearn
Mr. & Mrs. David Hood

Ms. Beth Houghton & Mr. Scott 
Wagman
Mr. & Mrs. John Kaddis
Ms. Rachel Kahle
Mr. Randy Kahle
Mr. Thomas Kimler
Mr. & Mrs. Kyle Krueger
Lincoln Financial Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Long
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Mann, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Markley
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Marston
Mr. & Mrs. Gray Mattern
The Little Sign Guy

Mr. & Mrs. Dario Negrini
Dr. Jeff Neustadt and Ms. 
Susan Harris
Mr. & Mrs. Drew Newsom
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Nodine
Northeast Exchange Club of St. 
Petersburg
Mr. & Mrs. Oliver Parker
Pinellas Community Foundation
Publix Super Markets Charities
Raymond James Financial, inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Rutledge
Ambassador & Mrs. Mel 
Sembler

St. Petersburg Fire Explorers
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Stern
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Stinson
Ms. Sharon Stock
Mr. Bill Stringer
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Tash
Trident United Way
Ms. Laurie Tudor
UBS Financial Services
Mr. Eric Wagman
Woman’s Service League
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Wood

Please contact the Development Office (727) 821-8992 with any corrections or to make an additional gift.
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Sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, the Florida Arts 
Council, and the National Endowment for the Arts. This project was funded in part by the Pinellas County 
Commission through the Pinellas County Arts Council Cultural Development Grant Program.

Great Explorations Staff

Great Explorations Board of Trustees

John Barry
Kevin L. Fredericks
David S. Hood
John R. Kaddis
M Tom Mahaffey, Jr.
Raandi Morales
Jim K. Petrillo
Jared M. Samon
Cathy A. McKyton, ex officio
Dr. H. William Heller, ex officio

Alan Kahle, Executive Director
727-821-8992 x205 akahle@greatex.org

Daryl DeBerry, Development Director
727-821-8992 x209 ddeberry@greatex.org

Rachael McCaffrey, Interim Preschool Director
727-821-8992 x215 rmccaffrey@greatex.org

Shelly Lee, Director of Operations
727-821-8992 x214 slee@greatex.org

Christina Castellana, Grants Manager
727-821-8992 x225 ccastellana@greatex.org

Hannah Blythe, Education Coordinator
727-821-8992 x221 hdahm@greatex.org

Larry Venson, Education Guide
727-821-8992 x224 lvenson@greatex.org

Laurel McComb, Finance Manager
727-821-8992 x228 lmccomb@greatex.org

Marthanne Gillen, Membership & Scheduling Coordinator
727-821-8992 x233 mgillen@greatex.org

Nicole Morelli, Exhibit Manager
727-821-8992 x203 nmorelli@greatex.org

1925 Fourth St. North
St. Petersburg, FL 33704

727-821-8992

Hours of Operation: 
Mon - Sat: 10am - 4:30pm 

Sunday: Noon - 4:30pm
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Executive Board
R. Patrick Marston, Chairman
Scott K. Wagman, Vice-Chairman
Robert D. Markley, Treasurer
Preston S. Hearn, Secretary
Beth A. Houghton, Chair Emerita
Alan Kahle, Executive Director

Board of Trustees

www.greatex.org


